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Introduction

English learners often encounter the challenge of mastering verb endings, especially when it comes to the ED and 

ING forms. These suffixes are not just grammatical niceties; they are essential tools for expressing actions in the 

past and describing ongoing activities. For teachers, tutors, and self �studying students, worksheets that focus on 

adding ED and INGto words become invaluable resources. They provide structured practice, instant feedback, and

a clear pathway to fluency.

In this article, we dive deep into the world of adding ED and ING to words worksheets. We’ll explore why these

exercises matter, how to design effective worksheets, and how to integrate them into lesson plans. Whether you’re

a classroom teacher looking to enrich your curriculum, a homeschooling parent seeking engaging activities, or a

learner wanting to sharpen your grammar skills, this guide offers practical insights and ready �to �use examples.

Understanding the Role of ED and ING

The suffixes ED and INGare the building blocks of English verb conjugation. They transform a base verb into its

past tense and present participle forms, respectively. Mastering these forms is crucial for accurate communication

in both written and spoken English.

ED Endings: Past Tense and Past Participle

Adding ED to a verb typically signals that an action occurred in the past. For regular verbs, the rule is 

straightforward: simply attach ED (e.g., walk !’ walked). However, irregular verbs and spelling changes (doubling the 

final consonant, dropping the silent e) require special attention. Worksheets that highlight these variations help

learners recognize patterns and avoid common mistakes.

ING Endings: Present Participle and Gerund

The ING form indicates ongoing action or a noun derived from a verb. It is used in continuous tenses, as a gerund, 

and in many idiomatic expressions. Similar to ED, the ING form follows specific spelling rules: doubling the final 

consonant (e.g., run !’ running), dropping a silent e (e.g., make !’ making), or adding ING to irregular verbs (e.g., write 

!’ writing).

Why Worksheets Focus on Adding ED and ING Matter

1. Reinforcement of Spelling Rules

•  Worksheets provide repetitive practice, reinforcing the subtle spelling changes that differentiate ED and ING 

forms.

2. Immediate Feedback

•  Answer keys or digital grading tools let learners see correct forms instantly, boosting confidence and 

encouraging self �correction.

3. Targeted Skill Development



•  By isolating verb endings, worksheets help students focus on a single concept without the distraction of other 

grammatical structures.

4. Assessment Readiness

•  Teachers can use these worksheets as formative assessments, gauging student mastery before progressing 

to more complex grammar tasks.

Designing Effective ED and ING Worksheets

A well �crafted worksheet balances challenge with accessibility. Below are key design elements that make a

worksheet engaging and educational.

Clear Instructions

Begin each worksheet with concise, step �by �step directions. For example: “Fill in the blanks with the correct ED or

ING form of the verb in parentheses.”

Progressive Difficulty Levels

1.  Level 1 – Simple Regular Verbs: Focus on verbs that follow standard rules (e.g., play !’ playing).

2.  Level 2 – Spelling Variations: Introduce verbs that require doubling or dropping an e (e.g., stop !’ stopped, 

make !’ making).

3.  Level 3 – Irregular Verbs: Include commonly used irregular verbs (e.g., go !’ went, write !’ writing).

4.  Level 4 – Mixed Contexts: Combine sentences that require both ED and ING forms in a single paragraph.

Varied Question Types

•  Fill �in �the �Blank – Classic practice that tests direct application.

•  Multiple Choice – Offers options, useful for checking understanding of subtle differences.

•  Sentence Construction – Students create sentences using the correct verb form, fostering creativity.

•  Matching Exercises – Pair base verbs with their ED and ING counterparts.

Visual and Interactive Elements

Use color coding or icons to differentiate between ED and INGforms. For digital worksheets, interactive

drag �and �drop or click �to �fill features can increase engagement.

Sample Worksheet: Adding ED and ING to Words

Below is a ready �to �use worksheet that you can copy into a document editor or print directly. It covers a range of

verbs and includes a mix of question types.

Instructions

For each sentence, write the correct ED or INGform of the verb in parentheses. Use the answer key at the bottom

to check your work.

Practice

1.  I ______ (walk) to the park yesterday.

2.  She is ______ (study) for her exams right now.

3.  They ______ (clean) the house last weekend.

4.  He enjoys ______ (read) mystery novels.

5.  We will ______ (travel) to Spain next month.

6.  The children were ______ (laugh) at the clown's jokes.



7.  She ______ (write) a letter to her friend.

8.  They are ______ (build) a new playground.

9.  He ______ (cook) dinner for his family.

10.  We are ______ (plan) a surprise party for her.

Answer Key

•  walked

•  studying

•  cleaned

•  reading

•  travel

•  laughing

•  wrote

•  building

•  cooked

•  planning

Using Worksheets Effectively in the Classroom

Integrating worksheets into lesson plans requires thoughtful planning. Here are strategies to maximize their impact.

Pre �Lesson Warm �Up

Start with a quick recall activity, such as a matching game, to activate prior knowledge before handing out

worksheets.

Collaborative Work

Pair students to discuss the correct forms before writing. Peer teaching reinforces learning and builds

communication skills.

Timed Challenges

Introduce a timed version of the worksheet to develop fluency. Students can compete to see who completes the

most accurate responses in a set period.

Digital Integration

Use online platforms (Google Forms, Kahoot!, or custom quiz tools) to auto �grade worksheets, providing instant

analytics on class performance.

Follow �Up Discussion

After the worksheet, hold a brief class discussion to review common errors and clarify rules. Encourage students to

share strategies they used.

Tips for Teachers and Tutors

•  Use Real �World Contexts: Incorporate verbs from students’ interests (sports, music, technology) to increase 

relevance.

•  Highlight Spelling Rules: Create a quick reference sheet for common patterns (doubling, dropping e, irregular 

forms).

•  Encourage Self �Correction: Provide a self �grading checklist so students can identify mistakes before consulting 

the key.



•  Differentiate Practice: Offer advanced worksheets for high �achieving students that include complex verbs and 

mixed tenses.

•  Track Progress: Maintain a worksheet portfolio for each student to monitor growth over time.

Printable Resources and Templates

Below is a list of free, downloadable resources that complement your adding ED and ING to words worksheets

collection:

•  Verb Conjugation Flashcards: Printable sets for quick review.

•  Spelling Rule Cheat Sheets: Handy guides for regular and irregular verbs.

•  Digital Quiz Templates: Ready �to �use quizzes for platforms like Quizlet or Google Forms.

•  Interactive PDF Worksheets: Fillable forms that can be submitted electronically.

•  Lesson Plan Templates: Structured outlines that integrate worksheets seamlessly.

Conclusion

Mastering ED and INGverb endings is a foundational skill that empowers English learners to express time,

continuity, and nuance with confidence. Worksheets that focus on adding these suffixes provide a targeted,

engaging, and measurable way to reinforce spelling rules, build fluency, and assess understanding.

By thoughtfully designing worksheets—balancing clear instructions, progressive difficulty, and varied question types

—you create a learning environment where students can practice, receive feedback, and internalize grammar 

patterns. Whether you’re preparing for a classroom, homeschooling, or self �studying, incorporating adding ED and 

ING to words worksheets into your routine will yield noticeable improvements in accuracy and confidence.

Start today: choose a worksheet, set a clear goal, and watch your students transform from hesitant verb users to

confident communicators.
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