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Introduction

When Madeleine L’Engle first penned A Wrinkle in Time  in 1962, she offered more than a science �fantasy 

adventure; she crafted a constellation of characters whose struggles, triumphs, and mysteries continue to resonate 

with readers of all ages.  The novel’s title hints at a temporal paradox, yet its heart beats with human emotions—

fear, hope, love, and the relentless quest for truth.  This article explores the rich tapestry of a wrinkle in time 

characters, delving into their roles, development, and the timeless themes they embody. Whether you are

revisiting the book for the first time or seeking a deeper understanding of its cast, this guide will illuminate the

personalities that make the story unforgettable.

Overview of A Wrinkle in Time

The story follows Meg Murry, her younger brother Charles Wallace, and their school friend Calvin O’Keefe as they

embark on a perilous journey across space and time to rescue Meg’s father from the malevolent presence known

as IT. The trio is guided by three celestial beings—Mrs. Whatsit, Mrs. Who, and Mrs. Which—who introduce the

concepts of love, faith, and courage. Their odyssey takes them to the planet Camazotz, where conformity has

replaced individuality, and ultimately to the heart of the universe where the battle between light and darkness

unfolds. The narrative intertwines scientific speculation with spiritual inquiry, making the characters’ journeys both

literal and metaphorical.

Main Characters and Their Significance

Meg Murry

Meg is a thirteen �year �old with a brilliant mind and a deep sense of inadequacy. Her dyslexia and her father’s

absence leave her feeling invisible, but her determination to solve her father’s complex equations propels the plot

forward. Meg’s evolution—from a self �critical, isolated girl to a courageous leader—mirrors the novel’s central

message that inner strength emerges through love and perseverance. Her relationship with her brother and Calvin

provides the emotional anchor that keeps the story grounded in human experience.

Charles Wallace Murry

Charles Wallace is the intellectual twin of Meg, possessing an extraordinary aptitude for mathematics and a

profound connection to the universe. His childlike innocence masks a deep awareness of the cosmic forces at

play. Throughout the adventure, he serves as the emotional bridge between Meg and the other characters, often

offering insights that only a child’s perspective can provide. Charles Wallace’s growth is subtle; his willingness to

sacrifice and his ability to see beyond surface realities highlight the novel’s theme that wisdom can be found in

unexpected places.

Calvin O’Keefe

Calvin, the boy from Meg’s school, brings humor, loyalty, and a grounded perspective to the group. Though initially

skeptical of the supernatural elements, he gradually becomes a steadfast ally, demonstrating the importance of

faith in the face of uncertainty. Calvin’s character underscores the novel’s belief that true friendship involves both



support and the courage to challenge one another’s assumptions.

Mrs. Whatsit

Mrs. Whatsit is the first of the three cosmic guides to appear, a shape �changing entity who introduces the concept of

the tesseract. Her playful demeanor and willingness to help the children illustrate the idea that guidance can come

from unexpected, even whimsical, sources. She embodies the notion that curiosity and openness are essential to

navigating the unknown.

Mrs. Who

Mrs. Who, a tall, thin woman with a voice that can be both gentle and intimidating, provides the moral compass for

the protagonists. She emphasizes the importance of making choices based on love and moral conviction, rather

than fear or conformity. Mrs. Who’s presence reinforces the novel’s spiritual dimension, suggesting that ethical

guidance is available beyond the physical realm.

Mrs. Which

Mrs. Which, the most enigmatic of the trio, offers profound philosophical insights. She challenges the children to

question their assumptions and to seek knowledge beyond conventional limits. Her teachings about the nature of

existence and the interconnectedness of all things deepen the reader’s understanding of the novel’s metaphysical

undertones.

IT

IT, the antagonist, is an abstract, amorphous force that seeks to eliminate individuality and impose absolute order.

IT’s presence on Camazotz represents the destructive potential of authoritarianism and the suppression of free

thought. As the narrative’s primary obstacle, IT forces the characters to confront their deepest fears and to reaffirm

the value of diversity and personal agency.

The Dark Thing

While IT is the overarching evil, the Dark Thing, an entity that inhabits Meg’s father’s mind, personifies the internal

struggle between hope and despair. It serves as a reminder that the battle against darkness is not only external

but also psychological, requiring resilience and faith to overcome.

Other Characters

Supporting figures such as Mr. Murry, Aunt Hester, and the Murry family’s dog, Mr. Puddles, provide additional

layers of depth. Mr. Murry’s scientific curiosity and his eventual death become catalysts for the plot, while Aunt

Hester offers emotional stability and a reminder of human resilience. These characters reinforce the novel’s

themes of family, loss, and the enduring human spirit.

Character Development and Themes

Meg’s Journey from Self �Doubt to Confidence

Meg’s arc is the linchpin of the narrative. Initially plagued by self �doubt, she is reluctant to accept the help offered

by the cosmic guides. As she confronts the oppressive regime on Camazotz, she learns to trust her intuition and to

harness her unique gifts. By the novel’s end, Meg’s transformation into a confident, compassionate leader

exemplifies the triumph of inner strength over external adversity.

Charles Wallace’s Intellectual and Emotional Growth

Charles Wallace’s growth is subtle yet profound. He moves from a child’s curiosity to an understanding of the



larger cosmic tapestry, demonstrating that wisdom is not solely measured by age. His willingness to sacrifice and

his unwavering loyalty to his family highlight the novel’s belief that courage can manifest in the most unassuming

ways.

Calvin’s Role as a Moral Compass

Calvin’s steadfast loyalty and willingness to step into danger for his friends showcase the power of friendship and

moral courage. His character illustrates that ordinary individuals can play pivotal roles in confronting extraordinary

challenges.

Mrs. Whatsit, Mrs. Who, Mrs. Which: The Three Cosmic Guides

These three beings collectively embody the novel’s central spiritual pillars: love, faith, and courage. Their guidance

is essential in navigating the tesseract and confronting IT. Their presence underscores the message that human

destiny is shaped by both internal virtues and external support.

IT: The Antagonist’s Symbolism

IT is a symbol of conformity, authoritarianism, and the suppression of individuality. Its influence on Camazotz

illustrates the dangers of a society that values uniformity over personal expression. The battle against IT serves as

a cautionary tale, encouraging readers to cherish diversity and to defend personal freedoms.

Interconnected Relationships and Their Impact

Family Bonds

The Murry family’s dynamic—particularly the bond between Meg and Charles Wallace—serves as the emotional

core of the story. Their shared love and mutual support provide the resilience needed to overcome external

obstacles.  The family’s collective struggle illustrates the novel’s belief that unity is a powerful force against adversity.

Friendship and Loyalty

Calvin’s unwavering support exemplifies the importance of loyalty. His willingness to risk his safety for Meg and

Charles Wallace demonstrates that true friendship transcends fear and uncertainty.

Mentorship and Guidance

Mrs. Whatsit, Mrs. Who, and Mrs. Which function as mentors, offering wisdom that extends beyond conventional

knowledge. Their guidance encourages the protagonists to question assumptions, to trust their intuition, and to act

with compassion, reinforcing the novel’s educational ethos.

Symbolic Representations Through Characters

Light vs. Dark

The characters embody the dichotomy of light and darkness. Meg, Charles Wallace, and Calvin represent the light

of curiosity, love, and courage, while IT embodies darkness through its desire to extinguish individuality.

Love, Faith, and Courage

The novel’s core spiritual pillars are personified through the characters. Mrs. Who’s moral guidance reflects faith,

Mrs. Whatsit’s playful curiosity reflects love, and the characters’ determination reflects courage.

Science and Imagination

Meg’s scientific curiosity and the tesseract’s theoretical physics highlight the synergy between science and

imagination. The characters’ journey illustrates that scientific discovery and imaginative thinking are



complementary forces in understanding the universe.

Adaptations and Character Portrayals

1997 Film

The 1997 adaptation starred Reese Witherspoon as Meg and featured a more condensed storyline. While the film

captured the novel’s core themes, it simplified some character arcs, particularly Charles Wallace’s intellectual depth.

2018 Disney+ Series

The recent Disney+ adaptation offered a more faithful representation of the characters. With an expanded focus on

Meg’s internal conflict and Charles Wallace’s subtlety, the series brought the original themes to a new generation.

Stage Adaptations

Several stage productions have explored the novel’s rich character dynamics, using creative staging to emphasize

the tesseract’s visual and emotional impact. These adaptations highlight the versatility of the story’s characters

across media.

Why These Characters Resonate With Readers

Relatability

Readers identify with Meg’s insecurities, Charles Wallace’s curiosity, and Calvin’s loyalty. The characters’ authentic

emotions and relatable struggles create a connection that transcends the fantastical setting.

Timeless Themes
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