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Unlock the Iron Throne: A Deep Dive into the Game of Thrones Board Game 
2nd Edition

When the first Game of Thrones board game  hit shelves, millions of fans flocked to the table to claim dominion 

over the Seven Kingdoms. A year later, a refined, expanded version arrived: the Game of Thrones board game 

2nd edition. This iteration doesn’t just tweak the rules; it redefines strategy, deepens lore, and invites players into

an even richer tapestry of political intrigue and warfare. Whether you’re a seasoned Westerosi veteran or a

newcomer eager to test your mettle, this guide will walk you through every nuance of the second edition, ensuring

you’re ready to outwit, outmaneuver, and ultimately claim the Iron Throne.

What Sets the 2nd Edition Apart?

While the original game delivered an immersive experience, the 2nd edition introduces several core changes that

elevate gameplay. Below are the most impactful differences you should know before you set the board.

1. Streamlined Gameplay and Reduced Setup Time

One of the most praised updates is the reduction in setup time. The second edition eliminates the need for

separate “House” and “Plot” decks, consolidating them into a single deck of cards. This change means you can dive

into the first round in just a few minutes, making the game more accessible for new players.

2. Expanded House Decks

Each noble house now boasts a richer deck of cards. These include new “Tactical” and “Political” cards that grant

players additional options for maneuvering through the complex web of alliances and betrayals. The expanded

decks also allow for more varied strategies, ensuring no two games feel the same.

3. Refined Victory Conditions

Victory in the 2nd edition is no longer a simple matter of controlling the Iron Throne. Players must now balance

territorial control, political influence, and the ability to “win the war” through a series of dynamic, scenario-based

objectives. This added layer of depth encourages long-term planning and strategic flexibility.

4. Updated Component Quality

From the high-quality miniatures to the intricately designed board, the second edition boasts an upgrade in

component craftsmanship. The new miniatures feature finer detailing, and the board’s modular design enhances

visual appeal and gameplay clarity.

5. Revised Rules and Clarifications

The rulebook has been rewritten to be more concise and easier to follow. Commonly confusing sections—such as

the handling of “Duel” cards and the intricacies of the “Rebellion” mechanic—have been clarified, reducing the

potential for disputes during play.

Getting Started: Setup and Components



1. Unboxing the 2nd Edition

When you first open the box, you’ll find the following components:

•  1 large, modular board representing the Seven Kingdoms

•  4 House decks (one for each player)

•  1 Scenario deck

•  1 Victory point tracker

•  Miniature figures for each house (including special units)

•  Tokens for resources, control points, and other game states

•  Rulebook and quick-start guide

2. Setting Up the Board

Place the board on a flat surface and assign each player a house color. Shuffle the scenario deck and draw the top

card to determine the initial political landscape. Then, distribute the corresponding house deck to each player.

Finally, place the victory point tracker on the board and distribute the resource tokens according to the house’s

starting position.

3. Familiarizing Yourself with the House Decks

Each house deck contains a mix of “Tactical,” “Political,” and “Event” cards. Spend a few minutes reviewing the

cards in your deck to understand the unique strengths and weaknesses of your house. This knowledge will be vital

when you start drafting your strategy.

Core Gameplay Mechanics

The 2nd edition builds upon the foundational mechanics of the original, adding layers of complexity that reward

thoughtful planning and quick decision-making. Below is a concise breakdown of the primary mechanics you’ll

encounter during gameplay.

1. Turn Structure

Each round is divided into four phases: Diplomacy, Recruitment, Conflict, and Resolution. Understanding the

flow of these phases is key to mastering the game.

1.  Diplomacy Phase – Players negotiate alliances, trade resources, and play political cards that influence other 

houses.

2.  Recruitment Phase – Players use resources to acquire new units or upgrade existing ones.

3.  Conflict Phase – Players engage in battles using their units and tactical cards.

4.  Resolution Phase – The board is updated, victory points are tallied, and the next round begins.

2. Resource Management

Resources come in two forms: gold and manpower. Gold is used for recruiting units and playing certain political

cards, while manpower is required to sustain armies and perform certain actions during conflict. Balancing these

resources is crucial; overinvesting in one can leave you vulnerable in the other.

3. The Duel Mechanic

Duel cards allow players to challenge opponents directly. The winner gains a strategic advantage—often a new unit

or a resource boost—while the loser may lose a unit or suffer a penalty. The Duel mechanic introduces a high-risk,

high-reward element that can swing the tide of war.

4. The Rebellion Mechanic



Rebellions occur when a house fails to meet certain political obligations. These can lead to loss of influence or

forced troop withdrawals. Players must keep an eye on their political standing to avoid triggering a rebellion that

could cripple their position.

Strategic Tips for Dominating the Iron Throne

Success in the Game of Thrones board game 2nd editionhinges on a blend of tactical foresight, diplomatic skill,

and resource management. Below are proven strategies that can give you the edge over your rivals.

1. Build a Balanced Army

While it may be tempting to focus solely on heavy infantry, a balanced army—including archers, cavalry, and siege

units—provides flexibility in both offensive and defensive scenarios. Consider the terrain and the strengths of your

opponents when assembling your forces.

2. Leverage Political Cards Wisely

Political cards can turn the tide of a conflict without the need for massive troop deployments. Use them to weaken

enemies, secure alliances, or gain temporary control over key regions. Timing is everything; playing a political card

at the wrong moment can backfire.

3. Manage Rebellions Proactively

Keep an eye on your political score and invest in diplomatic actions that reduce the risk of rebellion. A rebellion can

force you to retreat from a strategic location, so maintaining a stable political standing is as important as military

might.

4. Adapt to Scenario Cards

Each scenario card introduces unique objectives and challenges. Adapt your strategy to align with these objectives;

a generic approach often fails to capitalize on scenario-specific opportunities.

5. Use Dueling to Your Advantage

Challenging an opponent with a duel can be a powerful move when you have a tactical edge. However, if you’re

uncertain of the outcome, it’s safer to avoid the duel and instead focus on building your forces or securing alliances.

Scenario Spotlight: “The Red Wedding”

One of the most popular scenarios in the 2nd edition is “The Red Wedding.” This scenario adds a layer of intrigue

that mirrors the infamous event from the books.

Objective

Players must secure control over the North while preventing the Lannister forces from capturing the Red Wedding

location.

Unique Mechanics

•  Secret Alliances: Players can form secret pacts that are revealed only at the end of the game.

•  Sudden Betrayal: A betrayal card can flip the allegiance of a house mid-game.

•  Limited Resources: Gold and manpower are scarce, forcing players to prioritize their actions.

Strategic Tips for “The Red Wedding”

1.  Secure the North early to gain a strategic advantage.

2.  Keep your political score high to avoid triggering a rebellion that could weaken your forces.



3.  Use duel cards to challenge Lannister forces before they can consolidate power.

Community and Competitive Play

The Game of Thrones board game 2nd editionhas a thriving community of players who enjoy both casual and

competitive play. Here’s how you can get involved.

1. Local Game Stores

Many game stores host regular tournaments and game nights. Check your local store’s schedule to find events that

feature the second edition.

2. Online Forums and Social Media

Join forums such as BoardGameGeek or subreddits like r/boardgames to discuss strategies, share custom house

decks, and find fellow players.

3. Organized Play Events

Some gaming communities run organized play events that follow a structured progression of scenarios. These

events are great for testing your skills against a wide range of opponents.

FAQs About the 2nd Edition

Q: Is the 2nd edition compatible with the original game?

A: While the core mechanics are similar, the 2nd edition introduces new cards and rules that are not present in the

original. It’s best to play with the same edition to avoid confusion.

Q: Do I need to purchase a new board or can I use the original?

A: The 2nd edition features a new modular board that offers improved visual clarity. While you can use the original

board, the new one enhances the overall experience.

Q: Can I play with fewer than four players?

A: The game is designed for 2–4 players. However, if you’re playing with fewer players, you can use house decks

from the original edition as substitutes.

Q: Are there any expansions available?

A: Yes, there are expansions such as “The Winter is Coming” that add new houses, cards, and scenarios. These

expansions are fully compatible with the 2nd edition.

Final Thoughts

The Game of Thrones board game 2nd edition is more than just a re-release; it’s a thoughtfully redesigned

experience that deepens the strategic and thematic richness of the original. From streamlined setup to expanded

house decks, the second edition offers a polished, engaging journey through the world of Westeros. Whether you’re

a seasoned player looking to refine your tactics or a newcomer eager to immerse yourself in the political intrigue of

the Seven Kingdoms, this edition provides a compelling and rewarding experience.

So gather your allies, sharpen your swords, and prepare for a battle of wits and will. The Iron Throne awaits the

most cunning and resilient house to claim it. Good luck, and may your strategy be as ironclad as the walls of the

realm.
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